Norepinephrine transporter (NET) promoter and 5'-UTR polymorphisms: association analysis in panic disorder.
Several biochemical and pharmacological studies suggest that the catecholaminergic system involving the norepinephrine transporter (NET) is relevant for the pathogenesis of panic disorder. Three single nucleotide polymorphisms in the promoter or untranslated 5' region of the NET gene were investigated by means of RFLP analysis in a sample of 115 German patients with panic disorder and 115 matched controls. Statistical analysis failed to show association with the overall diagnosis of panic disorder. In the subgroup of patients with panic disorder without agoraphobia, however, two polymorphisms were found to be associated with the disease (G/C (rs2397771): p < 0.05; T/C (rs2242446): p < 0.01). While our data do not support a major function of the NET gene in the development of panic disorder, it may play a role in the subgroup of panic disorder without agoraphobia.